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1. Why should the pandemic change anything?



https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/padr.12477



https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/padr.12477



https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/padr.12477



https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/08/briefing/covid-death-toll-native-americans.html?



https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/education/our-insights/covid-19-and-education-the-lingering-effects-of-unfinished-learning.



2. What caused the problems of the pandemic?



1. Our social structures before the pandemic

2. Our health before the pandemic

3. Our investments in what could help during the pandemic
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/05/13/us/covid-deaths-us-one-million.html



https://www.epi.org/publication/black-workers-covid/



1. Our social structures before the pandemic

2. Our health before the pandemic

3. Our investments in what could help during the pandemic



https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/04/01/824874977/underlying-health-disparities-could-mean-coronavirus-hits-some-communities-harde

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/04/01/824874977/underlying-health-disparities-could-mean-coronavirus-hits-some-communities-harde


https://tincture.io/lets-increase-life-expectancy-in-america-in-2018-a-new-year-for-opioids-social-determinants-c82c55d85283

5 years



https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2791004



https://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/14879
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Vital Signs: African American Health. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Web site. https://www.cdc.gov/vitalsigns/aahealth/index.html Accessed October 3, 2019. 

High blood pressure Diabetes

https://www.cdc.gov/vitalsigns/aahealth/index.html


https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/vsrr/VSRR10-508.pdf



1. Our social structures before the pandemic

2. Our health before the pandemic

3. Our investments in what could help during the pandemic



https://khn.org/news/us-public-health-system-underfunded-under-threat-faces-more-cuts-amid-covid-pandemic/



https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/02/01/science/covid-deaths-united-states.html



https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/covid-19-vaccine-doses.html



https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/timeline-trump-administration-s-response-coronavirus-n1162206

https://chicagocrusader.com/chicago/rising-omicron-cases-cdc-guidance-threatens-businesses

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/timeline-trump-administration-s-response-coronavirus-n1162206


https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/07/14/upshot/drug-overdose-deaths.html



https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/27/upshot/road-deaths-pedestrians-cyclists.html



3. What the pandemic taught us



https://www.britannica.com/event/Black-Death

It’s not about the pandemic



..the problems of any of us are the problems of all of us…

Reid M, Abdool-Karim Q, Geng E, Goosby E (2021) How will COVID-19 transform global health post-pandemic? Defining research and investment opportunities 

and priorities. PLoS Med 18(3): e1003564. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal. pmed.1003564

“ ”

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal


U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Surgeon General. (2021). Community Health and Economic Prosperity Engaging Businesses as 
Stewards and Stakeholders—A Report of the Surgeon General. Retrieved from https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/chep-sgr-full-report.pdf

American Diabetes Association. (2018). Economic costs of diabetes in the U.S. in 2017. Diabetes Care, 41(5), 917–928.

https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/chep-sgr-full-report.pdf


JAMA Intern Med. doi:10.1001/jamainternmed.2020.7484
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JAMA Intern Med. doi:10.1001/jamainternmed.2020.7484
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4. Re-imaging prevention in a post-Covid-19 world



1. Centering equity

2. Better science to guide decision making

3. Self-awareness towards more consequential scholarship
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Health equity is…the allocation of resources according 

to need, in a way that preventable differences in health 

outcomes are minimized, and access is fair.

Maani N, Abdalla SM, Ettman C, Parsey L, Rhule E, Allotey P, Galea S. Global health equity requires global equity. Under review.

Culyer AJ, Wagstaff A. Equity and equality in health and health care. Journal of Health Economics 1993;12(4):431-57. doi: https://doi.org/10.1016/0167-

6296(93)90004-X

“
”

https://doi.org/10.1016/0167-6296(93)90004-X
https://doi.org/10.1016/0167-6296(93)90004-X


Chancel, L., Piketty, T., Saez, E., Zucman, G. et al. World Inequality Report 2022, World Inequality Lab.



https://ourworldindata.org/life-expectancy



https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/700835.pdf

The income of the richest 20% 

grew by $4 trillion; a trillion more 

than what the entire poorest 80% 

made. 



Belluz J, Frostenson S. These maps show how Americans are dying younger. It’s not just the opioid epidemic. Vox. May 9, 2017.  

https://www.vox.com/2016/12/13/13926618/mortality-trends-america-causes-death-by-county Accessed May 14, 2017.

https://www.vox.com/2016/12/13/13926618/mortality-trends-america-causes-death-by-county


U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Surgeon General. (2021). Community Health and Economic Prosperity Engaging Businesses as 
Stewards and Stakeholders—A Report of the Surgeon General. Retrieved from https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/chep-sgr-full-report.pdf

Child Opportunity Index 2.0, 2019: diversitydatakids.org. (n.d.). Child Opportunity Index 2.0, 2019. Waltham, MA: Brandeis University, The Heller School 
for Social Policy and Management, Institute for Child Youth and Family Policy; and Life expectancy data from the U.S. Small-Area Life Expectancy Estimates 
Project (CDC-NCHS).

https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/chep-sgr-full-report.pdf


https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/06/19/opinion/politics/opportunity-gaps-race-inequality.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage



Therefore, global health equity would mean 

a world where health is equitably distributed 

between and within countries



1. Centering equity

2. Better science to guide decision making

3. Self-awareness towards more consequential scholarship





Parkhurst J. The politics of evidence: From evidence-based policy to the good governance of evidence. Routledge. 2016

Appropriate evidence for the policy context 

Evidence addressing 
the key policy 

concerns at hand

Evidence 
applicable to the 

local context

Evidence 
constructed in 
ways useful to 
address policy 

concern

Appropriate evidence
for policy 



Key elements for actionable and impactful decision making

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e2ca08b9fdf240fb1abb55b/t/617aae3927d4790b590aef4e/1635429947691/3DCommission_Report_SDoH_Oct+12_final.pdf



Better approaches to data to promote health equity

*From governments, private entities, civil society organizations, health care systems and citizens, either actively or passively generated

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e2ca08b9fdf240fb1abb55b/t/617aae3927d4790b590aef4e/1635429947691/3DCommission_Report_SDoH_Oct+12_final.pdf



Better approaches to decision-making to promote health equity



3-D Commission principles

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e2ca08b9fdf240fb1abb55b/t/617aae3927d4790b590aef4e/1635429947691/3DCommission_Report_SDoH_Oct+12_final.pdf



What primarily causes your health?

52

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e2ca08b9fdf240fb1abb55b/t/617aae3927d4790b590aef4e/1635429947691/3DCommission_Report_SDoH_Oct+12_final.pdf



1. Centering equity

2. Better science to guide decision making

3. Self-awareness towards more consequential scholarship



https://www.newscientist.com/article/2280607-zero-covid-countries-have-done-best-and-its-not-too-late-to-switch/. https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/22/australia/australia-

morrison-zero-covid-19-borders-intl-hnk/index.html

https://www.newscientist.com/article/2280607-zero-covid-countries-have-done-best-and-its-not-too-late-to-switch/


https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/20/world/asia/china-zero-covid.html



https://morningconsult.com/2021/01/19/an-inaugural-inflection-point-ushering-in-a-new-era-of-marketing-amid-a-polarized-public/
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https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2012/10/24/survey-finds-professors-already-liberal-have-moved-further-left



https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/04/30/opinion/politics/bubble-politics.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage



White Asian/South Asian No response Hispanic Black/AA Other

Courtesy of Enrique Schisterman. DeVilbiss et al, Under review

Epidemiologists today



Mukherji D et al. Global cancer research in the post-COVID world.  The Lancet Oncology. 2021;22:1652-1654.



1. Be clear about our biases

2. Ensure diversity and inclusion in science

3. Lean on open discussion and debate



5. The cost of not preventing disease



Bor J. Diverging Life Expectancies and Voting Patterns in the 2016 US Presidential Election. AJPH. 2017;107(10): 1560-1562. doi: 10.2105/AJPH.2017.303945



Kavanagh NM et al. Does Health Vulnerability Predict Voting for Right-Wing Populist Parties in Europe? American Political Science Review (2021) 115, 3, 1104–1109.



6. Two closing stories



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ignaz_Semmelweis



https://www.forbes.com/sites/tomflynn/2019/07/16/the-carolina-team-that-helped-fuel-a-uswnts-title/#28a2dd245c6e



sandrogalea.org


