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Presentation Notes
It’s my honor and pleasure to provide some introductory comments for our next research laureate, Dr. Ken McLeroy. I don’t know Ken very well personally so, in preparing my remarks, I had to rely on his scholarly record. Ken is also fairly camera shy, so I had to dig a bit, to unearth a photographic record.
 
In terms of history, let me start with, to use Ken’s own words, his “checkered” career.
 
He began his college education at Tyler Junior College in Tyler Texas.
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Ken went on to get a triple major baccalaureate degree, in psychology, sociology, and philosophy from the University of Houston.
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While at Houston, he was deeply involved in student life and academics.
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From Houston, Ken went on to obtain a masters degree from the University of Oklahoma. Times were turbulent in the late 1960’s, and Ken decided to serve his country by enrolling in the Peace Corps to further efforts to improve public health.
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Ken quickly gained the confidence of his peers.
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Ken spent time in Bolivia, in the tiny hamlet of TOMOYAPO, where he was involved in community development and tuberculosis control.
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After Bolivia, Ken spent time as a psychiatric social worker in the service, at the White Sands Missile Range.
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At White Sands, he became involved in the Army’s drug rehabilitation program for returning Vietnam vets. He also dabbled in the space program.
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From there, Ken went to RTI in North Carolina, and then earned his doctorate at the UNC School of Public Health.
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His first academic appointment was at UNC Greensboro,
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Where he influenced many students and alums.
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From there, he became Chair of the Department of Health Promotion Sciences within the College of Public health, at the University of Oklahoma.
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Apparently, at Oklahoma, he also expressed a latent musical talent.
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Levity aside, Ken’s career and life story is exemplary and inspirational. His many achievements include:
 
Professor and Chair, Department of Health Promotion Sciences, College of Public Health, University of Oklahoma;
 
Professor and Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, School of Rural Public Health, Texas A&M University, College Station
 
Currently Ken is Professor, Department of Social and Behavioral Health, and Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, School of Rural Public Health, Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas
 
Ken:
 
Serves on the Editorial Board of the American Journal of Public Health;
 
Is Editor of the “Framing Health Matters” section of the American Journal of Public Health;
 
Is Chair of the Social and Behavioral Sciences work group to develop public health competencies for the Association of Schools of Public Health;
 
He is on the editorial boards of American Journal of Health Behavior, Health Education Research, American Journal of Health Promotion, Journal of Primary Prevention, and Public Health Reports.
 
He has published extensively in the area of public health, and has participated in numerous grant NIH and CDC external review panels. 
  
He is the current recipient and principal investigator of two, multimillion dollar major NIH grant awards, including the Prevention Research Center for Rural Community Health Development, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the Program for Rural and Minority Health Research, funded by the National Center for Minority Health and Health Disparities, NIH.
 
Ken’s CV goes on and on with innumerable other achievements and examples of academic and community service. Indeed, Ken’s career can be characterized as one of service, and of understanding service from multiple perspectives. Colleagues and friends, please join me in welcoming our next research laureate, Dr. Kenneth McLeroy.
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